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WEEKENDER

New policy on rural settlement

in attitudes towards rural res-
idential planning by the State
Government.

Local councils are encouraged to
consider the impact on catchment
management when assessing rural
developments and subdivisions. The
hope is to resolve many of the land
management conflicts and environ-
mental degradation brought about by
the cumulative impacts of past piece-
meal planning decisions.

The Lismore City Council is in
the process of developing new strate-
gies for rural residential subdivisions
based on the principles outlined in
the following guidelines.

The Minister for Urban Affairs
and Planning, Craig Knowles, rel-

THERE has been a major shift

eased new guidelines on rural set-
tlement for the NSW North Coast

The guidelines have been prepared
following the release of the North
Coast Urban Planning Strategy in
February. They are part of the Gov-
ernment's initiatives to stop inap-
propriate rural residential develop-
ment on the coast.

Consistently high - population
growth rates have included many
people coming to live in the region
seeking a rural lifestyle.

Unfortunately, past and present
rural residential development pat-
terns have contributed to environ-
mental damage, including adverse
effects on other land users (particu-
larly the recovery of quarry
resources, and commercial agricul-

ture), constrained
potential urban devel-
opment areas and cre-
ated costly and ineffi-
cient servicing pat-
terns.

The challenge is to
design and locate rural
residentiallots to avoid
incompatible land uses
and environmental
damage and to integrate such devel-
opments with the landscape and other
land uses. Rural residential develop-
ment needs to result in sustainable
communities incorporated within the
overall pattern of human settlement.

This is the intention of the catch-
ment approach outlined in the guide-
lines.

All North coast coun-
cils will need to prepare
rural settlement strate-
gies (or in due course
modify existing ones) in
accordance with the
guidelines.

The Minister has
indicated that local
environmental plans for
rural residential devel-
opment will need to be in accordance
with a strategy and consistent with
the guidelines.

North Coast councils are also
expected to consider the guidelines
when assessing rural residential
development applications. The use of
State Environmental Planning Poli-
cy No 1 — development standards —

to enable one-off rural developments
will no longer be acceptable unless
consistent with an agreed strategy.
Also, service providing authorities
should ensure user-pays principles
are applied.

Rural residential is a legitimate
option for residential development.
However, it must be directed to pre-
ferred locations away from good agri-
cultural land, natural resource
reserves and environmentally sensi-
tive locations. (Source: Dept of Urban
Affairs and Planning, Grafton,
‘Northern News’, March 1996)

Copies of ‘Guidelines on Rural
Settlement on the North coast of
NSW’ are available from PO box 6,
Grafton 2460, for $12 plus $2 pack-
aging.
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